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Adaptive Reuse plays a crucial role in the current discussion on 
the future of sustainable construction. By adapting and reusing 
existing buildings, significant amounts of embodied energy can 
be saved and a great deal of waste avoided. As a result, Adaptive 
Reuse improves a building’s environmental footprint and also 
offers added value for people. The cultural identity of the place 
is preserved and complemented by new, contemporary forms of 
architecture. The location gains a complexity and fascination that 
goes far beyond that of a purely new building.

This volume showcases 45 buildings from all around the world 
that are already pioneers in this field today.

CIRCLE Books

The CRADLE and CIRCLE books, organized into single-theme 
volumes featuring exemplary projects, use detailed text, numerous 
facts, detailed and overview plans, and images to illustrate both the 
technical diversity and the design integration of various approach-
es to sustainable construction.

Nonfiction book with essays

Format: 200 × 270 mm 
Pages: 232 
Weight: 1.152 Gramm 
Illustrations: ca. 550 
Binding: Hardcover gray card-
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Throughout the day, the perforated stainless-steel 
screen shif ts between reflection, transparency 
and  shadow.

Aerial view of the courtyard at dusk.

The courtyard and connecting buildings before  
the renovation.

In 2023, the Guanzhong Mangba Art Festival invited 
Daipu Architects to participate as an exhibitor and cre-
ate a spatial work in Caijiapo Village, at the northern 
foothills of the Qinling Mountains. Initiated largely by 
teachers and students from the Xi’an Academy of Fine 
Arts, the festival has supported a series of art and rural 
revitalization projects in the region.

The commission involved converting the former kitch-
en and warehouse on the north side of the courtyard 
into an exhibition space. As heavy summer rains regu-
larly caused waterlogging, the design combined spatial 
renewal with a new drainage strategy, while testing 
how a traditional rural courtyard could be upgraded 
through reclaimed materials and prefabricated con-
struction.

Inspired by the undulating profile of local tiled roofs, 
the architects developed a pleated screen of mir-
ror-finished perforated stainless steel. A circular open-

ing at the entrance acts as a pivot around which the 
screen appears to rotate. Its radial geometry continues 
into the courtyard paving, where stainless-steel divider 
strips and subtle changes in level direct rainwater to-
wards a prefabricated linear drain along the south side.

Varying perforation sizes create shif ting ef fects of trans-
parency, reflection and shadow. As the light changes 
throughout the day, the original brick wall alternately 
comes forward and recedes behind 
the screen, producing an image rem-
iniscent of flowing water.

Inside the exhibition hall, a brick wall 
was removed to create a more open 
interior. The former kitchen chimney 
was retained and transformed into 
a skylit display niche that also pro-
vides seating.

Streaming Light 
Exhibition Hall
Courtyard with kitchen and warehouse → Exhibition space: A semi-
abandoned rural courtyard, together with a former kitchen and 
dilapidated warehouse, was transformed into an exhibition and 
gathering space for the Guanzhong Mangba Art Festival.

Daipu Architects 

The mirror-finished perforated 
stainless-steel panels were 
prefabricated in sections and 
assembled on site in two days.
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